
Greetings!

November marks an exciting milestone for the Chamber: testing of the website redesign!
We'll be celebrating much more than the new year as we round out 2017 and are excited to
modernize and continue to improve your membership experience.

Remember to send your press releases or any major news about your organization to
newsletter@ftlchamber.com.

Salute to Business A Success

More than 450 people honored five outstanding organizations and one incredible community
leader at the 2017 Salute to Business Awards presented by Bank of America last week. Honorees
included Walker Elementary, The Broward Partnership for the Homeless, JM Lexus, ACR
Electronics, Castle Group, The Restaurant People and Hall of Fame inductee President David
Armstrong of Broward College.

See the entire album here

http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=
http://www.glbx.org
mailto:newsletter@ftlchamber.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ftlchamber/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1534173096667031
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbkgGubWdXk
http://firstcitizens.com
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=events&srctype=detail&category=Events&refno=115119
https://asoft8235.accrisoft.com/ftlchamber/index.php?src=events&srctype=detail&category=BOD+Trustee+luncheons&refno=114968&id=114968
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=events&srctype=detail&category=Events&refno=114628
http://www.gray-robinson.com/offices/fort-lauderdale-fl
http://www.jollyrogerimages.com/


On the Rise

The Chamber is recording an uptick in Trustee and Chairman's Circle membership in 2017. To
date, Trustee numbers have increased by 25 percent for the year. Chairman's Circle membership
has swelled 27 percent.

Falling Fast

Broward County’s unemployment dropped to 3.3 percent in September 2017, down 1.5 percent
from the same time last year. Greater Fort Lauderdale remains one of the top four metro areas
for job demand in the state, boasting 19,839 openings. The region added more than 13,000 jobs
(+1.6%), the third largest gain in the state. It is also has the fifth-highest number of positions in
high paying STEM occupations. Read more...

On the Decline

After reaching its historical peak
at 67.1 percent in 2000, the
labor force participation rate for
all workers (age 16 and over) is
projected to decline to 61.0
percent in 2026, according to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The decline in the rate is largely
the result of the aging
population, as more and more
workers move into higher age
groups that tend to have lower
participation rates. The overall
labor force participation rate
has been declining since 2000,
dropping sharply following the
2007–09 recession and

reaching 62.8 percent in 2016. Read more...

Move on Up

The Chamber is developing a new incentive for members. It's free, and every business will be
automatically included. This is a new website, independent of the soon-to-be-released Chamber
site, designed to drive visitors to your homepage. If you're looking for even more exposure, you
can move on up! Click the video below to see how it works.

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Broward-County-Unemployment-Drops-to-3-3-Percent.html?soid=1127636367904&aid=P-6p5xgf6ms
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=blog&category=Press Releases


About the Chamber

Upcoming Events

Developing an Internship Program
Monday, November 6, 11:30 a.m.

Learn how to tailor an internship program to best fit your
organization's needs. This seminar will be oriented
toward considering talented individuals with disabilities
for internships, but the information is applicable to all
candidates.

Location: Chamber Board Room

*This event is complimentary and includes lunch;
registration is required.

Register here

Board of Directors & Trustee Luncheon
Wednesday, November 8, 11:30 a.m.

Broward Businesses Go Global!
Hear from Hoffman's Chocolates, Funky Buddha Brewery
and Anthony's Coal Fire Pizza execs about how they
transformed their companies from local flavors to
international cravings!

Location: Funky Buddha Brewery
1201 NE 38th Street
Oakland Park

Cost: Members: $40
Guests: $50

*Walk-ins will be accommodated only if room is available.

http://elocallink.tv/zmag/greaterftlauderdalecoc/index.php
http://bit.ly/internshiplunchnlearn


Add $10 at the door.

Register here

Business Afterhours
Thursday, November 9, 5:30 p.m.

This one-of-a-kind Business Afterhours features the
caterers of the Chamber in a gorgeous, tropical setting.
This is one you don't want to miss!

Location: Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
900 Birch Lane
Fort Lauderdale

Cost: Members $10
Guests: $20

*Walk-ins add $5 at the door

Register here

That's just the beginning! Don't miss the Chamber Breakfast with Mayor Jack Seiler or the Trustee
& Chairman's Circle Reception featuring a professional mixologist! Click the schedule below for a
full list of events.

Full Chamber Schedule of Events

Chamber Chatter

Entering the Circle

The Chamber is thrilled to introduce two new
Chairman's Circle members.

GrayRobinson is a full-service corporate law
firm with 300 attorneys and consultants
throughout 13 offices across Florida. Their
attorneys provide legal services for Fortune
500 companies, emerging businesses, lending

http://bit.ly/BODNovember
http://bit.ly/2z2lEhh
http://bit.ly/gflccschedule


institutions, local and state governments,
developers, entrepreneurs and individuals
across Florida, the nation and the world.

Jolly Roger Images has been providing
superior video and film production services to
a wide range of broadcast and corporate
clients for over 20 years, including Carnival
Cruise Lines and Bethesda Hospital. They are
frequently called upon by major networks
including NBC, ABC and CBS.

Joining the Ranks

The Chamber is welcoming several new
Trustee members: JetSmarter and Siemens
Industry, Inc.

Also joining the Chamber are Ballard Partners
Fort Lauderdale, Brian Davis CPA, FL DOE-
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Gabriela C
Novo PA, HANDY, Hardcore Advertising, Hotel
Morrison, IGY Luxury Marinas, John H. & Mary
Wilkes Short Family Foundation, Krispy Kreme,
LimeDesign Creative Design Solutions, Pickkon
LLC, Renaissance Fort Lauderdale Cruise Port
Hotel, Sawyer & Latimer PA, South Florida
Center for Cosmetic Surgery, Summit Title &
Escrow, The Edge Worldwide and US Health
Advisors.

Generous Donation

During the Mayors’ Gala, the PNC Foundation
announced the PNC Arts Alive grant and
sponsorship recipients for Broward County arts
organizations that received $50,000 in awards
collectively. The funding is part of a three-year,
$170,000 award to bring PNC Arts Alive to the
South Florida community. The recipients are All
Florida Youth Orchestra, Art and Culture Center
Hollywood and the Gay Men's Chorus of South
Florida.

One Step Closer

The Nova Southeastern University College of
Allopathic Medicine has received preliminary
accreditation – a major milestone that allows
the new medical school to accept an inaugural
class of 50 students into its innovative and
coveted Doctor of Medicine program, which will
matriculate in August 2018.

Going, Going...

Macken Companies’ new single-family home
development, Beach House, currently under
construction in east Fort Lauderdale, has



reached the 75 percent sales mark. A three-
bedroom, four-bath, 2,796-square-foot model
residence located at 2512 NE 32nd Ave. has
been sold completely furnished at the full
asking price of $1.499 million. Jodi Macken,
director of sales for Beach House, represented
the developer, Macken Companies, in the
transaction. Closing took place Sept. 26, 2017.
There is one more home available for sale.

Construction Complete

Miller Construction Company [2] has completed
the nation’s largest BMW dealership, Holman
Automotive’s sleek new Lauderdale BMW East,
on a high-profile site in the heart of Fort
Lauderdale.

With its two-story showroom and five-story
garage optimizing a 2.65-acre site at 1441
South Federal Highway, the 283,430-square-
foot project reflects the BMW brand’s high-
performance image, according to Miller Senior
Vice President Brian Sudduth. 

Being Built

Designed to resemble back-to-back guitars,
with guitar faces, necks and brightly lit guitar
strings that reach 450 ft. into the sky on both
sides, the Hard Rock guitar tower is under
construction as part of a $1.5-billion expansion
of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino,
Hollywood. It is the flagship destination of the
Hard Rock International empire owned by the
Seminole Tribe of Florida.

The giant guitar tower will be the centerpiece
of one of the world’s most elaborate casino
complexes, including a Hard Rock Casino
nearly double its current size with 3,267 slot
machines and 178 table games, plus a new
18,000-sq.-ft. poker room. The expansion will
also include 60,000 sq. ft. of new retail and
restaurant space and a $100-million
redesigned and completely rebuilt Hard Rock
Live venue with 7,000 seats in a theater-style
configuration.

Member Spotlight



JoNese Bird
Season's 52

Special Offers

Venice Magazine extends an additional 25% off
magazine advertising to Chamber members
(new advertisers only). For additional
information, contact Lori Warriner, Associate
Publisher at 786-342-7656
or lori@whitehausmediagroup.com. Have a story or offer for your fellow members?

Send it to newsletter@ftlchamber.com

Visit our website

Contact Us
      

http://www.seasons52.com/home
mailto:lori@whitehausmediagroup.com
mailto:lori@whitehausmediagroup.com
mailto:lori@whitehausmediagroup.com
mailto:newsletter@ftlchamber.com
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?submenu=Chamber&src=forms&ref=Contact Us
https://www.facebook.com/ftlchamber/
https://twitter.com/ftlchamber
https://www.instagram.com/ftlchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/855347/profile

