
Greetings!

The Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce is closely watching Hurricane Irma. As
of now, the Chamber will remain open for the remainder of the week. No events have been
canceled. You will be notified of any changes by email.

This month's newsletter consists of important information as we prepare for potential
impacts from the storm. It is crucial to plan for the worst-case-scenario. Please protect
yourself.

Schools Closing in Dade

Miami-Dade County schools will be closed Thursday and Friday. Superintendent Alberto Carvahlo
made the announcement as Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giminez announced possible evacuations
beginning as early as Wednesday in the county.

State of Emergency

Governor Rick Scott declared a state of emergency in all 67 Florida counties as Hurricane Irma,
currently a Category 5 storm with maximum sustained winds of 185 miles per hour, approaches.

"In Florida, we always prepare for the worst and hope for the best and while the exact path of
Irma is not absolutely known at this time, we cannot afford to not be prepared," said Scott. "This
state of emergency allows our emergency management officials to act swiftly in the best interest
of Floridians without the burden of bureaucracy or red tape."

If Irma makes landfall as a Category 4 hurricane, it will be the first time in more than 102 years
that two storms of this strength have reached land in the same season in the United States.

Ready for Anything

While Hurricane Irma's path isn't certain yet, there is a chance the storm could make landfall in
Florida. Below is important information for keeping your family and business protected.

Advisories from the National Hurricane Center are issued multiple times throughout the day

http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZll6aKaCvg
http://conta.cc/2vIIxEZ
http://bit.ly/2sinCoR
https://asoft8235.accrisoft.com/ftlchamber/index.php?src=events&srctype=detail&category=Trustee&refno=113715&id=113715
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=events&srctype=detail&category=Events&refno=114970
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?src=events&submenu=Members&srctype=detail&category=Events&refno=114631


and distributed to local media organizations. To see the advisories or the official "cone,"
click here
Review the official Broward County Hurricane Preparedness Guide here
Print an emergency checklist here
See the Broward County Emergency Evacuation Map here
See a list of important phone numbers and websites here

Highest of the Year

Gas prices spiked to a record high for the year
during the holiday weekend as refineries work
to recover in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.

The national average for a gallon of regular
gas is $2.638, skyrocketing 18 cents in just
days, according to AAA. Florida's average is
even higher at $2.676, up 36 cents from last
week. The trend continues in the Greater Fort
Lauderdale area, where prices are averaging
$2.715, an increase of 37 cents.

AAA officials predict this to a be short-term
spike, and expect prices to drop quickly by mid
to late September.

Holding Steady

Florida's unemployment remains strong at 4.1%. Watch an in-depth breakdown of the latest
numbers below.

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at1+shtml/120644.shtml?cone#contents
http://www.broward.org/Hurricane/HurricanePreparednessGuide/index.html
http://www.broward.org/Hurricane/Documents/EmergencyChecklists.pdf
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/home/showdocument?id=18104
http://files.constantcontact.com/02a7d5c8601/a6ad06fe-a108-4788-9d0a-c30d838dfe85.pdf


Investing in Infrastructure

Aging infrastructure is a challenge facing cities and towns across our nation. While the
Sun-Sentinel recently suggested that the City has been irresponsible in maintaining its
water and sewer system, independent experts come to a different...

Read more
myemail.constantcontact.com

About the Chamber

Upcoming Events

Board of Directors & Trustee Reception
Wednesday, September 6, 5:30 p.m.

Mix and mingle with fellow Trustee & Chairman's
Circle members as you taste the incredible creations of
Chef Jean Pierre

Location: Allied Kitchen & Bath
3484 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

Special Guest: Chef Jean Pierre

*This event is complimentary, but registration is required.
Please register using the button below. This event is open
only to Trustee and Chairman's Circle members

Register here

Tech Talks
Thursday, September 14, 8:00 a.m.

http://conta.cc/2vIIxEZ
http://elocallink.tv/zmag/greaterftlauderdalecoc/index.php
http://bit.ly/AlliedReception


This fun and informative presentation explores
ransomware (including the recent WannaCry outbreak),
email phishing and spear phishing, social engineering,
and other common exploits - all from the perspective of
training your employees how to recognize the bad stuff
for what it is, and how to avoid making your company the
next victim.

Location: Chamber Board Room

*Complimentary, open to all members

Register here

Business Afterhours
Thursday, September 14, 8:00 a.m.  

Toss some dough to make some dough! Join us for the
best happy hour networking event in South Florida.

Location: MidiCi Neapolitan Pizza Company
510 North Federal Highway
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Cost: Members: $10
Non-members: $20

*Walk-ins add $5 at the door

Register here

Full Chamber Schedule of Events

Chamber Chatter

Entering the Circle

We are thrilled to announce a new addition to
the Chairman's Circle.

The South Florida Business Journal is a trusted
source is business news throughout the region.
The organization will now publish and distribute
the Chamber's Guide to Greater Fort
Lauderdale, ensuring member information is
widely distributed in the community.

Joining the Ranks

The Chamber is welcoming several new
Trustee members: Access Point, Aquarius
Brands, Keith and Associates, South Florida
PBS and Straticon.

http://bit.ly/techtalk914
http://bit.ly/BAHSEPT
http://bit.ly/gflccschedule


Also joining the Chamber are AP Training
Center, ARC Broward, ASTA Parking, Chavin
Mitchell Shmuely, Comcast Spotlight, Danto
Builders, DigiVision Productions, Eten Food
Company, Eten Catering, FLOOR & DECOR,
Fuddled Frog Tours, GFR Photography, Heal the
Planet Together, Jamie Smith - ADT Security
Services, NETcinity, Nperspective South
Florida, Reva Sabal Insurance Group, Sharon
Snyder Associates, Summit Group Technology,
T. Doner and Associates, Teknnika Network
Solutions and V's Barbershop.

Women of Distinction

Two Chamber members have been named
2017 Hispanic Women of Distinction. CMO of
Greenspoon Marder Michelle Martinez-Reyes
and Chief of Staff for Broward College Adriana
Fazzano Ficano were both presented with the
award for their incredible business
contributions the Broward and Miami-Dade
areas.

Breaking Ground

Macken Companies, a fully integrated real
estate firm, has launched construction on the
final two residences at Beach House, a luxury
single-family home development on the barrier
island of Dolphin Isles in Fort Lauderdale. In
conjunction, the firm has also announced the
completion and debut of its second model

residence at 2512 NE 32nd Avenue. Beach
House’s first model home was recently sold
fully furnished for $1.55 million, which became
the highest single-family home sale in Dolphin
Isles this year. 

Exciting Expansion

Miguel Pilgram, Founder of the Pilgram Group
has purchased a total of three buildings in the
Sistrunk and Downtown Fort Lauderdale area.
Pilgram Group Executive Suites is located at
111 SW 6th Street and will serve as the
company’s headquarters and provide high end
executive suites for rent. New York Subs And
Wings Restaurant (also a food truck operation)
and NYSW Jazz Lounge located at 107 SW 6th
Street is a multi-purpose building adjacent to
the executive suites. Less than three miles
away on Sistrunk Blvd. is the third building
located at 1448 NW 6th Street that the Pilgram
Group has purchased. Plans are still in the
works but there are talks of a restaurant and
blues lounge.



One Stop Shop

Later this month, the FAU Broward campuses
will open up a One Stop Shop on the first floor
of the Liberal Arts Building located on the FAU
Davie campus.

The One Stop Shop services the needs of
prospective, new and current students by
adopting the Apple store genius bar concept in
combining admissions, registration, and
financial aid in one location. The FAU Broward
campuses services campuses in Davie, Fort
Lauderdale and Dania Beach. 

Member Spotlight

Phoenix Niewidok
Skirtzophrenic

Special Offers

It's a new kind of spin the bottle! The Chamber
is teaming up with SpinIt Beverages to
increase our visibility in South Florida hotels.
Your ad will appear on the labels of free water
bottles which will be stocked in guest rooms of
participating hotels. For more information,
contact John McCrory at
jm@spinitbeverages.com

Chamber members will receive discounted
tickets for the Danto Builders / Florida Design
& Construction Professionals 4th Annual Big
Bad BBQ on Sept. 14, 5:30 to 7:30, benefiting
Special Olympics. Enjoy BBQ / drinks, live
music, live art, auctions, raffles, etc.

Purchase tickets here

http://www.skirtzophrenic.com/home.html
mailto:jm@spinitbeverages.com
http://www.specialolympicsbroward.org/dantobigbadbbq


We are thrilled to be using Constant Contact
for our newsletters. As part of our partnership,
Chamber members receive a discount of up to
25% off a subscription.

Have a story or offer for your fellow members?
Send it to newsletter@ftlchamber.com

Visit our website

Contact Us
      

mailto:newsletter@ftlchamber.com
http://www.ftlchamber.com/index.php?submenu=Chamber&src=forms&ref=Contact Us
https://www.facebook.com/ftlchamber/
https://twitter.com/ftlchamber
https://www.instagram.com/ftlchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/855347/profile

